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Transport 21 has resulted in an investment to date of more than €3 billion.
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Transport 21is an ur transport systems are of huge impgr-
| . tance to our country. It's clear that busi-
historic investment and ness depends heavily on transport links.
will be of benefit to our But, more than this, our transport infra-
structure connects towns and cities, bridges the gap
communities and our between urban and rural Ireland, and brings

communities ever closer together.
economy for decades In short, transport is vital. That's why the

to come, Minister for Government is investing — in a planned a‘nd long-
term way — for the future development of Ireland’s

Transport Noel Dempsey transport network. This investment is more signifi-

: cant than at any time in the history of our country.
writes. The plan to bring this together is Transport 21.

From 2006 to 2015, €34 hillion is being invest-
ed in Ireland’s transport systems. Across the coun-
try, Transport 21 is developing and expanding
national road, rail and bus services, and regional

. . L . Minister Noel Dempsey: Ireland's transport
airport links. Already, very significant improvements networks had not received adequate funding.
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Projects to improve, expand and develop our rail infrastructure are progressing.

have been delivered and considerable
work is underway right now. By 2015,

our transport systems will work to support
the progressive, competitive, business-ori-
ented country that Ireland has become.

The need for a coordinated and
planned investment in Ireland’s transport
system became particularly apparent dur-
ing the boom years of the late 1990s and
early 2000s. Unfortunately, in the
decades preceding this boom, Ireland’s
transport networks had not received ade-
quate funding. The welcome surge in eco-
nomic growth — leading to an unprece-
dented expansion in employment and
coupled with a growth in population —
highlighted the deficiencies in our trans-
port systems.

Put simply, our transport network was
for a different time and for a very different
Ireland and could not cope with the
demands of a successful country and
economy of the 21st century. Transport 21
is changing all this. By upgrading and
expanding existing services and by also
putting in place a number of radical and
extensive new transport options, it is
planning for a system our country will

need for the decades to come.,

FUNDING

Over the course of the project, €34 bil-
lion will be invested in Ireland’s transport
infrastructure. Significant funding comes
from the National Development Plan
(2007 — 2013). Last year alone, the
Government invested €2.8 hillion in
Transport 21, transforming road, rail and
air links across the country. This was a
substantial increase of 33 per cent on the
amount for 2006. Since Transport 21 was
unveiled, €4.7 billion has been invested
and almost €3 billion has been allocated
for 2008.

Transport 21 involves a number of
very significant public transport projects.
The 2007 spend on public transport
improvements was more than €640 mil-
lion, This amounts to an increase of 82
per cent in spending on public transport
in 2007 when compared with 2006, and
again illustrates our commitment to the
delivery of green transport alternatives.

ROADS AND AIRPORTS
In 2007, eleven national road projects
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funded by Transport 21 were completed.
Construction also started on eight new
projects last year, and progress on a range
of ongoing road projects is continuing.
A key objective of it is to develop Major
Inter-Urban Routes (MIUs) linking Dublin
with Northern Ireland, Cork, Limerick,
Galway and Waterford. In 2007, the first
of the five planned MIUs was completed,
with the opening of the final section of
the M1 Dublin — Border motorway.
By the end of March 2008, 313 kms of
these planned routes were open to traffic,
with 425 km under construction. We are
now well on target to complete the
remaining inter-urban routes by 2010.
These major road developments are
exceptionally important for linkages
between Dublin and the rest or Ireland —
north and south, east and west — and are
being delivered on time, and on budget.
In addition, very substantial work is being
undertaken on the upgrade of Dublin’s
M50 motorway. The M50 Dublin Port
Tunnel has already been delivered, and
by 2010 the capacity of the M50 will
have increased by 50 per cent.

Across Ireland, road improvements




are well underway. The 18.5 km N9
Carlow Bypass, which forms part of the
new major road linking Dublin to
Waterford, opened recently. The transfor-
mation of the N8 route into Cork is ongo-
ing; the Michelson to Fermoy section
commenced construction in December
2007. The Atlantic Road Corridor, linking
Letterkenny and Waterford through Sligo,
Galway, Limerick and Cork, is being
developed.

These are snapshots of the overall pro-
gramme. With an investment to date of
more than €3 billion in roads, Transport
21 is at work transforming these networks
for today, and for the future.

Regional airports are also benefiting, with
Transport 21 investment of more than €80
million approved for Ireland West Airport
Knock, Kerry Airport, Sligo Airport,
Donegal Airport, Waterford South East
Regional Airport, and Galway Airport.
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Projects to improve, expand and develop

our rail infrastructure are progressing fast.
Recent successes include the major

expansion of the Dublin/Cork service that

New Dublin Bus services have been introduced.
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has seen the introduction of an hourly
service between the two cities. Funding
granted under Transport 21 saw a €117
million fleet of new trains introduced on
the route, with passenger numbers rising
12.5 per cent in 2007. New Intercity rail-
cars, also funded by Transport 21, were
introduced on the Sligo line last year,
resulting in a significant increase in the
frequency of services from five to eight
per day. Already in 2008, new railcars
have entered service on the Limerick and
Westpart lines and before the end of the
year, they will be introduced on the
Galway, Kerry, Rosslare, Athlone, Carlow
and Portlacise lines.

In Dublin City, planning work on the
development of the Dart interconnector is
progressing. The 5.2 km underground tun-
nel will link the Northern line to the
Kildare line, with underground stops at
the Docklands, Pearse Street, St Stephen’s
Green, Christchurch and Heuston Station.
The Interconnector, along with the electri-
fication of the Maynooth, Kildare and
Northern Lines and the four tracking of
the Kildare line, will quadruple the
capacity of the Greater Dublin commuter
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rail network to over 100 million passen-
ger journeys annually. It is due to be
completed by 2015.

The Kildare Route project, which will
deliver improved services to commuters
in Kildare, Carlow and Laois, is under-
way. Phase 1 of a rail service between
Dublin and Navan is also being devel-
oped, for delivery in 2010. The project
includes three stations at Hansfield,
Dunboyne and a 1,200 Park and Ride
facility on the M3 interchange. The devel-
opment of a Cork commuter rail service
with new stations at Blarney, Kilbarry, and
Dunkettle is also underway, and work has
commenced on the reopening of the line
between Glounthaune and Midleton.

The reopening of the Western Rail
Corridor is also progressing. Direct rail
services between Limerick and Galway
will begin running in 2009, upon com-
pletion of the €106.5 million redevelop-
ment of the Ennis/Athenry line. This repre-
sents Phase 1 of the wider Western Rail
corridor project. The Ennis to Athenry
renewal will deliver regular services
between Galway and Limerick, and serve
Ennis and Athenry with new stations at







